Introduced by Council Member Jones: 

RESOLUTION 2013-176
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND CONGRATULATING DELTA SIGMA THETA SORORITY, INC. ON THE OCCASION OF ITS 100TH ANNIVERSARY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. has served communities throughout the United States and the world for 100 years, promoting scholarship, sisterhood and service; and


WHEREAS, on January 13, 1913, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. was founded at Howard University by 
22 courageous collegiate women, one of whom, Winona Cargile Alexander, later lived in Jacksonville, Florida where she worked as a 
Social Worker for the Duval County Welfare Board and as an Admissions Officer at Brewster Hospital - the only hospital in the city serving Blacks at the time - served on the boards of the YMCA and Methodist Hospital, and was an Elder in the Laura Street Presbyterian Church; and


WHEREAS, the first public act performed by the Delta Founders was participation in the Women's Suffrage March in Washington D.C. in March 1913 and the sorority continues to display 
advocacy in action by conducting voter education and registration, advocating voting rights, supporting minority businesses and speaking out on issues affecting the safety and well-being of the community; and 


WHEREAS, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. renders services based on its Five Point Programmatic Thrusts: Economic Development, Educational Development, International Awareness and Involvement, Physical and Mental Health and Political Awareness and Involvement; and


WHEREAS, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. on January 13, 2013 celebrated 100 years as a sorority oriented to service and political activism, transforming lives and impacting communities; and


WHEREAS, the Jacksonville Alumnae Chapter has served the Jacksonville community for more than 67 years,
starting one of the first Head Start programs, building a HabiJax home, staffing a voting precinct and developing youth through programs such as the Delta Teen Pageant, Betty Shabazz Academy, EMBODI and Destiny Starts Today; and


WHEREAS, the local chapter promotes scholarship and literacy by providing academic and leadership scholarships for local youth; and

WHEREAS, the women of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. have been and are champions of humanity, 
justice, civil rights, education, women’s rights, public service and social action; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and congratulates Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority, Inc. on 100 years of service and commends the sorority for promoting scholarship, sisterhood and service.  The City of Jacksonville urges all elected officials and 
citizens to join in celebrating the invaluable impact the Sorority has had on our community

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research

G:\SHARED\LEGIS.CC\2013\Res\Jones Delta Sigma Theta 100th anniversary res.doc 

1
- 3 -


